The Fourth NLRF Convention concluded with 29-Points Declaration
The fourth national convention of National Land Rights Forum (NLRF) has been concluded on 24 February 2015 with the '29-points Kanchanpur Declaration' along with a 6 points commitment paper of the organisation. The slogan of the conference was 'guarantee of food, housing, land rights and identity of land deprived farmers in the new constitution and oragnised landless and marginalized farmers'. The convention's participation consisted a total of 582 representatives and observers ranging from 54 districts. Mr. Lym Bahadur Darji was elected as the Chairperson of the forum along with 31 central committee members for the coming three years. 

Organized from 22-24 February 2015 in Mahendranagar, Bhimduta Municipality, Kanchanpur, the historical convention's representatives discussed extensively  about the current situation of land and agrarian reforms including institucional development. The convention entrusted the mandate to NLRF to take leadership for the  implemention of  pro-poor farmers' land and agrarian reform which could end  the negative impacts upon landless squatters and farmers, guaranteeing their human rights and social justice. 
Further declarations were made integrating the issues to be incorporated in the new constitution and land directives as well as improvements in land and agrarian mechanism; motives to the landless problems' resolutions; policies to end the present semi-bonded labor system and policy initiatives to women's land rights and social justice. With a commitment to demonstrate results, the organization has endorsed a resolution paper.  

National Land Rights Forum is an organization consisting of land deprived farmers with 98,000 members representing landless squatters, tillers, agricultural labors and smallholder farmers. The forum began land rights movement institutionally since 2004. However, the movement had already started in 1995 with two VDCs of Sindhupalchowk district, Kiul and Helambu. Currently, the forum has expanded into 54 districts of Nepal. The second and third convention of the forum was held in 2007 and 2011 in Dang and Janakpur respectively.

The first day of the convention commenced with a huge rally followed by an open assembly with the participation of more than 10,000 farmers. Two hundred farmers organized a cycle rally from Chisapani to Kanchanpur on the same occasion. Former Prime Minister Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal and Former Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Narayan Kaji Shrestha also participated in the inaugural function and expressed good wishes for the organization's role in the provision of rights to the land-poor farmers and commitment for the land reform on behalf of marginalized farmers.

The second day of the convention began with Mr. Nawaraj Subedi (Under Secretary, Ministry of Land Reform and Management) wishing a successful completion of the convention. Mr. Shimpei Murakami, chair and Mrs. Esther Penunia, General Secretary of Asian Farmers' Association shared their experiences with reference to the situation of South Asian Farmers. In addition, they suggested some guidelines that NLRF could implement to move further ahead regarding the land rights movement in Nepal. Similarly, land rights activist and expert Mr. Jagat Basnet shared his international experiences on land and agrarian reforms emphasizing reforms in land and agrarian system for economic prosperity in the country. Further, Mr. Bimal Phunyal, country director of Action Aid Nepal which has been supporting land rights movements since the beginning, facilitated discussions on NLRF's structure and strengthening of movements and agendas.

During the third day of the convention, organisational and financial progress reports of the forum were discussed in the closing sessions. The session then dissolved the previous committee and formed a new one in the leadership of Mr. Lyam Bahadur Darji for the upcoming tenure. The list of elected members is as follows;
Newly Elected Central Committee Members:
	SN 
	Designation 
	Name 

	1 
	Chair 
	Lyam Bahadur Darji

	2
	Vice Chair
	Nanda Devi Joshi 

	3
	General Secretary
	Saraswati Subba 

	4
	Secretary 
	Biju Khand 

	5
	Treasurer
	Bal Bahadur Tamang 

	6
	Som Prasad Bhandari
	Former Chairperson, respected member

	7
	Member
	Samita B.K. 

	8
	Member
	Mahesh Bad 

	9
	Member
	Bhim Kumari Magar

	10
	Member
	Gamita Rai 

	11
	Member
	Basanti Tharu

	12
	Member
	Parbati Dagaura 

	13
	Member
	Yuktilal Marik 

	14
	Member
	Chhotelal Tharu

	15
	Member
	Sita Devi Paswan 

	16
	Member
	Gulab Devi Ram 

	17
	Member
	Daman Kumari Chepang 

	18
	Member
	Parbati Raji

	19
	Member
	Nirmala Chaudhari

	20
	Member
	Ramesh Devkota 

	21
	Member
	Bhawani Prasad Neupane

	22
	Member
	Bishnu Prasad Timsina 

	23
	Member
	Sunita BK 

	24
	Member
	Fauda Singh Syanwa 

	25
	Member
	Ramesh Kumar Sapkota 

	26
	Member
	Reshma Pasi 

	27
	Member
	Prem Kumari Shah 

	28
	Member
	Meg Bahadur BC 

	29
	Member
	Tek Bahadur Bohara 

	30 
	Member
	Chandra BK 


The convention was successfully held because of the forum members' energy and enthusiasm with the volunteers and participants equally contributing in the process.

Various members from villages throughout Kanchanpur and Kailali districts extended their support through distribution of rice, pulses, leaf-plates, potatoes and firewood. Representatives from the district and village land rights forums especially from Kailali and Kanchanpur supported very well in the management of food, lunch and accommodation to the   participants.

2. Kanchanpur Declaration on Land and Agrarian Reform 

The fourth national convention of NLRF was conducted from 22-24 February 2015 in Mahendranagar,  Bhimdata Municipality, Kanchanpur demanding the assurance of food, housing and land rights of land deprived farmers in the new constitution. A total of 585 representatives and observers from 54 districts participated in the event. Extensive discussions were carried out on land reform and organizational development of NLRF. The convention prepared Kanchanpur Declaration to fulfill the given responsibility by newly elected members for the next three years.

I) New Constitution and Land Directives

1. The new constitution must be announced with the consensus among the political parties. Housing rights to landless squatters and right to agricultural land for landless farmers must be guaranteed in the new constitution. The utilization of land is a right of people; hence, land rights need to be a constitutional right rather than fundamental right. The fact that utilization of agricultural land is a right of the farmer only, must be clearly stated in the new constitution.
2. The land received by operating an upright land ceiling should be provided to landless squatters and smallholder farmers without any charge. The state should not provide compensation to the land, which is over ceiling or illegally registered. A constitutional provision must ensure inclusion of landless squatters, women and smallholder farmers in a proportionate manner in different state levels of decision-making. The forum shall conduct regular dialogues with CA members and major political representatives until these issues are resolved through constitution.  Regular and effective awareness shall be conducted by NLRF through mobilizing its members over the country.
3. Based on the 13-points action plan prepared through suggestions of previous land commissions including land policy and land use policy, a new land act/legislation that ensures social justice and productivity of land must be formulated to address the current land issues. NLRF will actively participate in discussions and dialogues for the effective formulation of the new act/legislation.
4. A provision of tenancy right to unregistered tenants with the recommendation of local institutions must be included in the proposed 6th amendment of Land Act being submitted to the parliament. Applications for tenancies must be proceeded with equal distribution between tenants and landowners through field visits. With such management, NLRF will further assist tenants with recommendations.
II) Improvement in land and the total agricultural management
5. The state should provide sufficient land to the landless farmers and farmers having limited land that could feed them for at least a year. Costs for health, education and other social activities should also be managed through the same land. In order to increase the fertility and productivity of land, infrastructures such as irrigation, technology, roads, fertilizers and seeds should be compulsorily available. The land being used by marginalized farmers but not registered due to various reasons should be registered in their names through public inquiry. Fallow lands and lands belonging to the government captured by landlords must be distributed to the landless people for settlement and cultivation. The organization vows to enhance the productivity of the land through sustainable use. 

6. The Supreme Court's decision of not converting trust land into private land must be revised and all the trust lands must be registered in the names of tillers with the exemption of all the due revenues to be paid. While the uncultivated trust land must register in the trust's name, a group of poor farmers might use the land for certain purposes. The cost to religious functions should be managed by local communities and the government. An immediate endorsement of law to ensure the rights of tillers of trust land is demanded.
7. Free hold land of any nature should be registered in the names of tillers without any registration charge. Lands that remain in the names of landlords but tilled by the poor farmers must be registered in the names of the farmers through the process of land survey.
8. The cultivated land in Churia region must be registered in the names of Chure dwellers. Land must be distributed according to its utilization and related programs and policies should be prepared in the presence of Chure dwellers for further implementation. The responsibility for the protection and utilization of forest area of the region must be specifically given to the local community. 

9. Any efforts related to land and agrarian reform must be made a national priority and implemented accordingly.

10. Poor families who are in the middle of a judiciary process concerning land issues must be supported through a legal course of action. Para-legal programs based on communities as well as a fast track judiciary association must be formed at the district level.
11. A scientific record of land, landless people and farmers must be stored at local bodies linking them with the National Information Network. The obligatory baseline survey conducted in VDCs and municipalities must be analyzed and outlined from the perspectives of poverty, land and agriculture.
12. Restructuring of the land administration system is an important aspect of land reform. Since the previous administrative system is unable to manage the people centered land reform, land revenue, survey and land reform offices must be combined and held under local bodies as the new mechanism. Specific rights related to land must be given to those bodies including the right to land policy implementation.  

13. A permanent national level land commission including experts must be formed which will provide guidelines for protection, use and just distribution of land. The commission shall further work on policy reviews, policy implementation, monitoring and facilitation on the attainment of lands by the landless and squatters.
14. Various Land rights movements by NLRF resulted with an agreement with the Government of Nepal which led to the 13-point action plan followed with recommendations by different land commissions to be implemented immediately.  

15. In order to live a dignified life, agrarian workers' wages rate must be ensured. Equal and reasonable wages must be offered to both male and female workers. To ensure that the wages rate will not be deducted from the District Committee's decision, an annual event must be conducted in the presence of the workers through local institutions.
C. Problem of Landless Squatters and Resolution

16. The convention has put forward a heightened disagreement towards the work of Government and Political leaders, which has repeatedly collected applications through the Landless Problems Solving Commissions. However, they have left the farmers onto economic burden but no lands. The silence of Supreme Court on its prohibition to Landless Commission which has already collected more than 8 million applications from land poor depicts that the Court itself is not in favor of land poor farmers. As a result, the convention demands the formation of a new commission changing its terms of reference. Right to records of the land poor must be authorized by VDC or municipality council as recommended by VLRF and based on public inquiry.
17. Squatters involved in non-agricultural activities must be provided with lands and housing grants where employment is available along with other basic facilities such as drinking water, roads, electricity, schools and hospitals. Occupational training as a tool for empowerment must be conducted through which at least one member from each household of the landless families could be employed long term. In addition, NLRF will work in required areas to recognize actual squatters and raise awareness about their rights and responsibilities. If the Land less Commission is not re-formed within three months and actions are not taken regarding land poor's applications, a movement will begin against the Land Revenue office.
18. Local Government should recognize homeless, squatters, land-poor, Dalits, aborigines, indigenous people, minorities, oppressed women and provide them with land appropriate for farming and housing. The process needs to be approved by the local institutions.
D) Abolition of Semi-bonded System and Social Justice
19. Bounded labor of any sort should be abolished. Local institutions should be more accountable in terms of the effectiveness of the re-settlement process. Frontline leaders and local institutions should be mobilized to prepare actual expenses and to provide them (Hali, Haliyas, Gothala, Balighare, Haruwa-Charuwa and Kamlari) with housing, land and employment in order to re-establish them as they have been deprived of dignified life due to unjust land relations.

20. Land ownership as well as education, health services and employment should be accessible to minorities like Raji, Badi, Chepang, Chidimar and Dom, Musahar of Dalit communities as well as other marginalized groups. 

21. Actions such as evictions, purchasing public land and plotting of farmland throughout the country needs to be stopped immediately. NLRF will initiate widespread awareness and campaigns against such actions.
22. Households that have lost family members due to natural disasters and conflict, living a discriminated life due to homelessness, displaced from reserve areas or forced to stay in insecure places must be re-established.
E) Women's Land Rights

23. Recognizing women's contribution to agriculture, compulsory joint land ownership title must be initiated to ensure the livelihood, justice and food security in a family. The current facility must be further increased. The campaign has been given immense priority and will continue with further strengthening the recognition of female farmers.
F) Land Utilization

Rapid conversion of farmland into non-farm sector must be stopped immediately. Formation of an act under the Land Acquisition Policy can prevent further exploitation of farmland. Similarly, state's control for the purpose of residence over agrarian land should be banned. If kept uncultivated, a charge equal to its production should be fined. Further, the land could be seized if uncultivated for more than three years. A clear policy must exist that prohibits land to non-farmers. Absentee landlords must be discouraged. A system should be formulated in which farmers can only do purchase of agrarian land.

24. Uncultivated public land should be utilized by the respective community through policy development, wherein the government should provide essential support such as seeds, irrigation, transportation and technologies including market.

25. State should invest in utilizing unused river, elevated land and provide to landless farmers for proper utilization.
26. The convention opposes state's policy on contract farming influenced by businessmen and private companies. Instead, landlords with uncultivated lands may provide lands to the landless farmers for agricultural purpose through contract withholding tax or rent, for at least ten years. Any policies not abiding by these demands will not be supported.
27. Corporate and commercial farming leads to hunger, poverty, inequality and environmental crisis. Therefore, family farming should be promoted including sufficient studies, resources and technology. The grants for commercial farming by government, banks and donors must be stopped. However, commercial farming that helps to increase the capacity and production of small holders should be promoted.

28. Groups such as minorities, aborigines, landless people and small holders residing in the land nearby forest areas must be provided with full security. Similarly, their access to natural resources such as forest and river should be ensured. Destruction of forest, land and water resources should also be prevented. Right to control over the production should be given to the farmers.

29. Land used by tenants in agreement with the landlords, village block should be registered in the tillers' names. Fake registration should be voided and the lands used by the farmers must be registered in their names.

NLRF's Resolution 

1. As district representatives and observers, we make a commitment to develop a framework of land and agrarian reform and commence implementation in at least one district within six months to one year.
2. Through organizational power with additional support of other individuals and institutions that hold similar objectives, we will protect our members from land eviction. We will stand against right violation of any nature being aware at all times.
3. Each VLRF and DLRF will be developed as an autonomous organization. Collaboration with national level committee will lead to conducting of movements and policy development. Planning and implementation of transformational actions will take place in the leadership of DLRFs and VLRFs.
4. A campaign plan for strengthening the organization and movements will be developed and implemented. As the organization progresses, we aim to reach upon 160, 000 members in three years with all of us compulsorily renewing our membership.
5. A nationwide reflective training will be held within a year based on organizational guidelines, strategy and programs. Leadership of volunteers will be prepared and mobilized widely by such trainings. Production of frontline leaders will be emphasized.
6. Participation and contribution of farmers tend to increase if cooperatives, agro-ventures and collective farming are incorporated within the land rights movement. Therefore, these acts will be conducted collaboratively but in distinctive terms, which will lead to enhancement of the livelihood of members.
To conclude, we extend our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to all the VLRFs, frontline leaders, activists, district and central committee members, national and international supporters, political parties in Kanchanpur district, government offices, institutions, organizations and media persons for their huge support in conducting our fourth national convention. In addition, we would like to remember and pay tribute to land rights martyrs, Lal Maya Kamcha and Janak Kumari Chaudhari, farmers' leader Bhim Datta Panta along with other known and unknown martyrs who lost their lives in our land movement. Finally, we wish a speedy recovery to Ms. Shanta Chaudhary, ex-vice president of the NLRF. 
Jay Bhumi !
24 February, 2015
Bhimdatta Nagar, Kanchanpur

