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No eviction, Guarantee right to housing  

Our serious attention has been drawn to the forced evictions of landless people with the use of 

bulldozers from places where they have been residing for decades. While the right to housing 

has been guaranteed as a fundamental and legal right on the one hand, it appears paradoxical 

on the other hand that the landless and economically marginalized families are being evicted 

without any alternatives.  

The act of forced evictions of landless citizens is taking place in several parts of the country. In 

one such case of forced eviction, on 23 June 2024, the houses of ten landless families at ward 

No. 1, Hasanpur of  Dhangadhi Sub-Metropolitan City who were staying there since 2002 were 

demolished by the Dhangadhi Sub-Metropolitan Office. The sub-metropolitan office itself had 

provided these families with a paper identifying them as landless and informal settlers.  

Similarly, on 25 June 2024, a similar incident took place at Ward No. 1 and 9 of Bhajani 

Municipality, Kailali where the District Forest Office, without even notifying the local 

Government, forcefully bulldozed the settlements of the flood-affected people residing there  

and bringing 500 Households in a helpless situation.  

The forced eviction carried out with the sudden use of bulldozers without making an alternative 

arrangement for the housing of the poor and marginalized landless people has resulted into 

serious violation of their fundamental rights including the right to livelihood, dignity, safety, 

food, health, and housing.  

The government has failed to reclaim a single dhur of land from those who have been holding 

lands above the permitted ceiling and are capturing large areas of land. But when it comes to 

those landless people who have been residing in government lands because they do not have 

any other housing options, their houses are destroyed without providing any alternatives. This 

should be a matter of shame for the government.  This step taken by the government agencies 

in such a situation of extreme heatwave, and monsoons rain ignoring even the basic safety and 

security and fundamental human rights of citizens who are already in distress, is against human 

rights principles and international standards.  

Article 37 of the Constitution of Nepal guarantees the right to housing for every citizen. The 

Constitution has also guaranteed the landless Dalits the right to acquire land under Article 40 

(5). The process to resolve the issue of landlessness and informal settlements is also underway 

through the Eighth Amendment of the Land Act which provides for the creation of a Land 

Commission to act on to address the issue. The irresponsible activities of some of the 



government agencies that relish in arbitrariness have revealed the double standard and 

behavior of the Government and this is creating further difficulties to the affected common 

people.    

 According to the spirit and principles of human rights, if, for any reason, the landless and 

informal settlers are to be removed from where they are living, they should be relocated to an 

appropriate place only through consultation and in agreement with them. Forced eviction is not 

the solution; therefore, all tiers of government should coordinate and collaborate to implement 

the policy and plans for a sustainable resolution of the problem keeping human rights at the 

center.  

We appeal to all three tiers of the government, including Dhangadhi Sub-metropolitan City to 

reflect on their activities and to ensure the livelihood of the households who have been evicted 

by immediately rehabilitating them in an appropriate location, and not to evict anyone without 

consultation and their agreement, and with no alternative housing. We strongly urge the 

Federal Government to reformulate the National Land Commission expeditiously and fulfill the 

promise of providing land to the landless people.  
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